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Welcome to IS-LE Newsletter! 
 
IS-LE is a COST Action that has the purpose to provide a transnational and interdisciplinary approach 
capable of overcoming the segmentation that currently characterizes the study of relations between 
Christianity and Islam in late medieval and early modern Europe and the Mediterranean.  
The creation of this network will help to provide a comprehensive understanding of past relations 
between Christianity and Islam in the European context through the addressing of three main research 
problems: otherness, migration and borders. Beyond the strictly academic realm, IS-LE also aims to 
revive diversity and Euro-Mediterranean relations in education, at a moment when Europe is at a 
cultural and political crossroads. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Working Group 1 - The (imaginary) construction of the other 
 

Recent developments in WG1 
 
- Published Book (2021)– “Lepanto and Beyond. Images of Religious Alterity from Genoa and the 
Christian Mediterranean”: Laura Stagno (Member of WG1) and Borja Franco Llopis (Leader of WG1) 
have just published a book on the interdisciplinary approach to the Iberian and Italian perceptions and 
representations of the Battle of Lepanto and the Muslim “other”. The Battle of Lepanto, celebrated as 
the greatest triumph of Christianity over its Ottoman enemy, was soon transformed into a powerful 
myth through a vast media campaign. The varied storytelling and the many visual representations that 
contributed to shape the perception of the battle in Christian Europe are the focus of this book. In 
broader terms, Lepanto and Beyond also sheds light on the construction of religious alterity in the 
early modern Mediterranean. It presents cross-disciplinary case studies that explore the figure of the 

Message from the Action’s Chair, Antonio Urquízar-Herrera 
 
I hope this message finds you well at this moment when the vaccination process is gaining momentum 
in the EU, but there are countries in Europe, the Mediterranean and most of the World where the 
access to the vaccines is still uncertain.  
During this long year, the Action has tried to maintain most of its working plan, although there are 
activities such as the recording sessions for the Action's MOOC or the short time scientific missions 
that have been particularly affected by the pandemic. The meetings have had to be turned into online 
modalities, and I would like to thank especially the teams that have organized them in Split, 
Cambridge, Palermo, and will, in a few weeks, in Frankfurt and Rijeka. Starting from next September's 
conference in Amsterdam, we are resuming the face-to-face meetings, and I hope that this could be 
soon extended to all the activities in the Action. I would like to invite all the Action's members to get 
involved in them and to contribute to the Action's success in its last two years of performance.  
 
All the best, 
Antonio Urquízar-Herrera 
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Muslim captive in historical documentation, artistic depictions, and literature. With a focus on the 
Republic of Genoa, the authors also aim to balance the historical scale and restore the important role 
of the Genoese in the general scholarly discussion of Lepanto and its images. 
 
 
- Published Book (2021) – “Imágenes del islam y fiesta pública en la corte portuguesa. De la Unión 
Ibérica al terremoto de Lisboa”: Iván Rega Castro (Member of WG1) and Borja Franco Llopis (Leader 
of WG1). This book is the first study on the process of formation of the image of the mourisco or mouro 
in the Portuguese ephemeral art, offering a comprehensive and long-lasting vision that encompasses 
the entire Modern Age. It is, above all, a history of the representations of the Muslim in the metropolis: 
Lisbon, given that the object of study is mostly Lisbon products created by and for the court. Thus, 
here numerous scattered materials are gathered along with other documentation so far unpublished 
or little studied, that focus on the creation of a collective (anti) Islamic imaginary, which sought to 
underline the traditional role of the Portuguese monarchy in war standing against "the enemies of the 
faith" since the Middle Ages. 

 
 

Upcoming activities in WG1 
 
-Online Conference – Dedicated sessions at the Fifteenth International Conference of Iconographic 
Studies: In 10th and 11th June 2021, Ivana Čapeta Rakić, Giuseppe Capriotti, and Marina Vicelja 
Matijašić, members of IS-LE COST Action will organise three dedicated sessions focused on the 
creation of the “Muslim Other” focusing specially on Christian-Muslim relations in the late medieval 
and early modern periods. This conference is being organized by the Center for Iconographic Studies 
(University of Rijeka), the Department of Art History, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 
(University of Split), and the Department of Education, Cultural Heritage and Tourism (University of 
Macerata). The sessions organized within the COST Action will discuss themes such as the theoretical 
approaches for the analysis of the image of the “Muslim Other”, art and conversion (how were images 
used as a mechanism for the conversion of the religious other?), the image of the “converso” versus 
images for conversion, the attitudes against the “Muslim Other” (such as exotization, orientalization, 
admiration, awe), the Otherness and the construction of the concept of race (ethnic and regional 
diversity and its reception in visual culture), monstrosity and deformity as a visual expression of 
Otherness, the cross-cultural approaches on how alterity was created in and perceive in different 
spaces of Europe and North Africa. Final programme here. 
 
 
- Workshop – “Islamic Legacy: Narratives East, West, South, North of the Mediterranean (1350-1750). 
A thesaurus under discussion”: On the 7th of September 2021 Sophia Abplanalp, Borja Franco Llopis, 
Fatih Parlak, Mirko Sardelic, Antonio Urquízar-Herrera, members of IS-LE COST Action will organize a 
workshop to explore and discuss the terms 1) Orient-Occident, Morgenland-Abendland, Doğu-Batı; 
2) Coexistence, Convivencia; 3) Hybridity; 4) Border-Frontier, Center-Periphery, Holy Land and; 5) 
Reconquista, Rückeroberung, Fetih. The meanings of the terms and the associations related to them 
changed over time, as they were dependent on the current relation between Muslims and Christians. 
A term could be influenced by political events, for example war or diplomatic relations, or by objects 
or inventions from foreign countries that reached Europe and the Mediterranean through travelling or 
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trading. Because of these complex interrelations between the two cultures, the terms have to be 
discussed from a differentiated point of view. Therefore, the aim of this project is to discuss each of 
the five set of terms in the context of their historiographies and how they were shaped by then 
prevailing notions. 
 
 
Working Group 2 - Migration and identity: National identities, local identities, 
religious identities 
 

Recent developments in WG2 
 
-Online Conference - “Mediterranean crossings. Soldiers, prisoners and converts between permeable 
borders (16th-18th centuries)”: This conference was the first major scientific gathering organized within 
the scope of WG2 after the Workshop on the “Perception of the Other and of Islam through 
Manuscripts of the Qur’ans and Islamic literatures” which was held in Naples in 2020. The event was 
initially supposed to be held in Palermo but, unfortunately, because of the pandemic it was postponed 
and then a decision was reached to hold it through the Cisco Webex virtual platform on 13th and 14th 
January 2021. The local organizers Giovanna FIUME, Rita FOTI and Bruno POMARA put in the 
necessary effort, overcame many obstacles, and ensured the success of the conference which 
ultimately involved numerous scholars from different countries in a comparative and multidisciplinary 
discussion. Colleagues presented their papers on a variety of topics, such as the life of converts, 
legislation, international agreements and diplomatic networks which concerned Christian-Muslim 
captivity. During the two days they talked and debated about different aspects of trade, captivity and 
the boundaries of hospitality in the Mediterranean, as well as common law and Islamic laws in the early 
modern period. Despite the many challenges that the organizers faced in preparing the online version 
of the event, it can be said that the conference accomplished its stated goals. 
 
 

Upcoming activities in WG2 
 
- Online Conference - “Handbook on the Later Crusades”: In 13th and 14th July 2021 Magnus Ressel 
and Emir O. Filipovic, members of WG2 will organize an online conference in preparation for the 
“Handbook on the Later Crusades”. The event was supposed to be held in person at the University of 
Frankfurt in Germany, but the lingering uncertainty of travel restrictions which remain in effect 
throughout Europe meant that it eventually had to be turned into an online conference. The organizers 
had hoped to gather leading scholars in the field of the late crusades in the expectation that they 
would, each from their own specific perspective, provide insights into some of the key conceptual 
issues pertaining to the (re-)imagining of a holy or just war in the late medieval and early modern 
periods. An updated conference programme will be published soon, with the online presentations 
structured around four major topics: Spaces, Actors, Concepts and Events. All interested are welcome 
to participate! 
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- Online Conference - Dedicated session at the 22nd Congress of the Association International pour 
l’Histoire du Verre (AIHV): From 13th to 17th September 2021 members of our COST Action will co-
organize a panel on Islamic glass in the Congress of the International Association of History of Glass. 
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the congress will be held in fully virtual mode. The 
COST Action sponsored session will deal with trading and circulation of glass objects from Europe to 
Islamic regions and the other way around. Therefore, it will consider the influence that the presence 
of Islamic glass left in Europe in terms of shapes, decorative features and employment of determined 
raw materials, as well as the influence of European shapes, decorative features and employment of 
determined raw materials in the glass production in Islamic territories. 
 
 
- Workshop – “The Morisco Diaspora and Morisco Networks across the Western and Eastern 
Mediterranean”: On the 16th and 17th September 2021 in Amsterdam, the IS-LE COST Action will be 
involved in the preparation of yet another workshop, together with the ERC Synergy Project the 
European Qur’ān (EuQu), which will, hopefully, be held in Amsterdam in the Netherlands. The event 
aims to bring together scholars who work on the migrations (forced and unforced) of Muslims from the 
Iberian Peninsula to other parts of Europe and the MENA Region between the fall of Granada (1492) 
and the first half of the seventeenth century. The organizers and the participants aim to study these 
movements and the motives of individuals who were involved in them from a comparative perspective, 
juxtaposing them with cases from other minority communities, such as the Sephardic Jews, Conversos, 
Protestants and other dissident groups. More information on the format of the event will be published 
soon. 
 
 
Beyond IS-LE 
 
● IS-LE would like to call the attention to the open position for Tenure-track assistant 

professorship in Modern Turkish history, society, and culture, University of Copenhagen. To know more 
about this position and how to apply please visit the website here. 
 
● Coming soon, from 21st to 25th June 2021 the Workshop on “The European Qur’an” is being 

organized within the ERC Synergy Project ‘The European Qur’an. Islamic Scripture in European Culture 
and Religion 1150-1850 (EuQu)’. The objective of this seminar is to analyze the role that the Qur’an 
had in interactions with Islam in modern and medieval Europe, in debates between Christians of 
various persuasions and doctrines and in criticism of Christianity during the Enlightenment, among 
other areas of investigation. For more information, please visit the website here. 
 
 


